
April 8, 2020 
 
Dear Mr. President: 
 

On behalf of the millions of American citizens we represent, we want to express 
our gratitude for your leadership during this time of crisis. In these unprecedented times, 
we and our members and supporters are thankful our nation has someone with your 
real-world business experience at its helm. 
 

For weeks now, our nation has followed the advice of the medical experts. Like 
you, Vice President Pence, and the Coronavirus Task Force, we want to help slow the 
spread of the virus to increase hospital capacity and to reduce the number of lives lost 
from this deadly disease. We have made sacrifices so that families across this country 
can avoid the most severe emotional toll, the loss of a loved one. 

 
To that end, we have sheltered-in-place, shuttered businesses, closed churches, 

and thrown millions of our fellow citizens out of their jobs. As an unfortunate result of 
this deadly disease, we have denied Americans the dignity of their work and caused 
them and their families another kind of emotional and physical hardship – not knowing 
from where their next paycheck would come. 

 
At some point – and we would urge sooner rather than later – this must end. As 

you have said many times, ours is not a nation built for this.  
 

To that end, we strongly support the immediate establishment of a second 
coronavirus response panel, with a different mission from the one currently headed and 
ably run by Vice President Pence – to plan and prepare for the re-launching of the 
American economy. 
 

Such a committee would be composed of leaders with significant experience in 
the private sector – manufacturing, finance and insurance, travel, hospitality, energy, 
agriculture, construction, retail trade, wholesale trade, real estate – along with 
economists and experts in constitutional law, and would be tasked with examining the 
many questions surrounding how best to reopen the economy from its current dormant 
state. 

 
You mentioned this in your Saturday briefing. You said you were thinking about 

forming such a panel, and said it would be a “good idea.” 
 
Your instincts are right, Mr. President. As a man who’s actually run a successful 

business, employing tens of thousands of people and earning billions in profits, you 
have insights into what entrepreneurs face that government bureaucrats will never 
have. You know that only businessmen like yourself – not academics, nor bureaucrats – 
can truly understand what an enormous undertaking this will be. 

 



Time is of the essence. If you mean to begin reopening the economy on May 1, 
as you have indicated, it is already past time to begin the planning and preparation. We 
stand ready with suggestions for how you can stand up such a panel in a matter of 
days, and look forward to the opportunity to discuss the matter with your and your team 
at your earliest possible convenience. 

 
Yours sincerely, 
 

Jenny Beth Martin 
Chairman, Tea Party Patriots Citizen Fund 
 
The Honorable Jim DeMint 
Chairman, Conservative Partnership 
Institute 
Member, US Senate (SC 2005-2013) 
 
Steve Moore 
Economist 
 
L. Brent Bozell, III 
Founder and President 
Media Research Center 
 
Kelly J. Shackelford, Esq. 
Chairman, CNP Action, Inc. 
President and CEO, First Liberty Institute 
 
Ginni Thomas 
President 
Liberty Consulting, Inc. 
 
William L. Walton 
President 
Council for National Policy 
 
The Honorable Colin A. Hanna 
President 
Let Freedom Ring, Inc. 
 
Cleta Mitchell, Esq. 
Partner 
Foley & Lardner LLP 
 
The Honorable Morton C. Blackwell 
President 
The Leadership Institute 

 
David Bozell 
President 
ForAmerica 
 
Ed Corrigan 
Vice Chairman, Conservative Action Project 
Executive Director, Conservative 
Partnership Institute 
 
Alfred S. Regnery 
Chairman, Conservative Action Project 
Chairman, Law Enforcement Legal Defense 
Fund 
 
The Honorable Bob McEwen 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Former Member, Ohio 
Lisa B. Nelson 
Chief Executive Officer 
American Legislative Exchange Council 
 
William W. Pascoe, III 
Board Member 
Tea Party Patriots Action 
 
Noah Wall 
Vice President of Advocacy 
FreedomWorks 
 
Adam Brandon 
President 
FreedomWorks 
 
Mary Vought 
Executive Director 
Senate Conservatives Fund 
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April 9, 2019 

The President 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President, 

As our nation continues to deal with the public health calamity as a result of COVID-19, and to 

experience an unprecedented economic downturn, we write to thank you, and your team, for your 

commitment and determination to solve these related crises in a way that exemplifies our American 

values and character.  

The economic devastation has been as swift as it has been severe. The jobless claims for the past 

two weeks alone total an astounding 10 million, with experts predicting an additional 5 million new 

claims for the week ending April 3. The jobless rate is staggering. Each of those jobless claims 

represents a personal disaster – families’ lives have been upended, and many newly unemployed 
individuals are unable to begin their job searches, as the economy remains largely closed. All across 

the country, Americans are largely frozen in their job searches or business growth plans.  

As we eagerly look ahead to life after the social-distancing measures and shelter-in-place directives 

from many of our governors and county officials, we urge you and your administration to plan 

aggressively for the Great American Economic Revival. The time to begin planning is now – not after 

the 30-day social-distancing effort has ended. 

Mr. President, you have correctly pointed out that the “cure cannot be worse than the problem 
itself.” For many Americans, the lockdown as the cure has had much worse effects on our lives than 
the underlying public health issues – as serious as those are. Please explore the idea of forming a 

new economic task force to address the deep problems we are experiencing in the economy. Your 

recent tweets indicate you are considering this possibility, and we applaud your willingness to put 

our nation’s best economic minds to work to address this crisis.  

Specifically, we ask you and your administration – and perhaps this new all-star team that you pull 

together – to address the following pressing matters: 

In the short-term: 

• How will we work as a nation to help the unemployed find new jobs? 

• How can small business owners be assured that we will not have another major shutdown in 

the fall, in the unfortunate scenario in which the Coronavirus re-emerges in the autumn 
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months? What guarantees can we provide to these job creators, who are a vital part of our 

economy, that we will not shutter their businesses again this year? 

• How can we expedite the process of reopening businesses – even if moderate social-

distancing must remain in place? Grocery stores and restaurants have provided a template 

of providing services while observing social distancing practices.  

In the long-term:  

• How can we revitalize our economy by simultaneously shifting from our current over-

dependence on China?  

• Are there ways we can immediately launch manufacturing in the United States? 

• Americans are now painfully aware of how much our healthcare structures are dependent 

on Chinese manufacturing. What concrete steps can we take in 2020 to mitigate that 

dependence on China in the area of health care?  

• How can we lead the world in medical devices, drugs, and overall medical manufacturing?  

We, the undersigned, are job creators and job seekers. We are employers and employees. We are 

parents and grandparents concerned about the economic impact of this shutdown. We are 

struggling small business owners; managers who have recently laid off valuable staff or are fearful 

we may have to lay off our employees. We are innovators and inventors. Above all, we are 

Americans. And we know America can, and will, survive this economic interruption, with your 

guidance and leadership.  

As with past crises that have afflicted our nation, our response to this crisis will define us as 

Americans. We are not quitters, and we are not daunted by challenges. This is precisely the time 

when Americans roll up our sleeves and get to work, and provide an example to the rest of the 

world.  

Thank you again for being America’s biggest champion. Your thoughtful approach to ‘America First’ 
policies is needed now, more than ever.  

We look forward to working closely with your administration to Make America Great, yet again.  

Thank you for all of your tireless work in these difficult times. We are so thankful you are our 

president, and that your focus simultaneously rests on eradicating COVID-19 and rebuilding our 

nation’s economy. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Jenny Beth Martin 

Honorary Chairman 

Tea Party Patriots Action 
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Steve Moore 

Economist 

 

The Honorable Jim DeMint 

United States Senator (SC 

2005-2013) 

Chairman 

Conservative Partnership 

Institute 

 

L. Brent Bozell III 

Founder and President 

Media Research Center 

 

The Honorable Bob 

McEwen 

US House of 

Representatives 

Fmr. Member, Ohio 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Honorable Becky 

Norton Dunlop 

Ronald Reagan 

Distinguished Fellow 

The Heritage Foundation 

 

Noah Wall 

Vice President of Advocacy 

FreedomWorks 

 

Cleta Mitchell, Esq 

Partner 

Foley & Lardner LLP 

 

Ed Corrigan 

President, Conservative 

Partnership Institute 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Honorable George 

Rasley 

ConservativeHQ.com 

 

Eunie Smith 

President 

Eagle Forum 

 

Richard Manning 

President 

Americans for Limited 

Government 

 

Becky Gerritson 

Executive Director 

Eagle Forum of Alabama 
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Nicholas M. 
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Mike B. 

GARY C. 

Charles S. 

Andrew S. 
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Stanley G. 
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Janet H. 

Fred Z. 
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Norman B. 
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Glenn S. 
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Susan A. 
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Virginia L. 
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